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Managing Inhalation Exposures to Unregulated
Substances: Pre-Task Risk Assessment

Follow these steps to assess and reduce exposure to unregulated substances if you need to
enter a space where there is an inhalation risk because someone may have been smoking.

First, is there an inhalation risk present? — No
You know that no Follow your
l one has smoked in — | workplace’s room
Yes the space recently. entry procedures.

You know or suspect that someone is or
recently has been smoking in the space.

l No

Do you need to enter the space urgently? —> ° No one in the space needs medical attention.
e There is no other immediate need to enter.

l !

Yes
e You need to confirm there is no fire risk. Do you know the air changes of the space?
e There is a medical emergency happening or
medical care that cannot wait (e.g., the l l
person is not responsive). Yes No
e Thereis a need for emergency maintenance. Use the tools in the ventilation
l appendix or your workplace’s

internal procedures to determine
how long it will take the air to clear.

l

What to do next:

e (Call 9-1-1, or have someone call 9-1-1, if there is

a medical emergency or fire. Do you need to go in the space before
e Follow your workplace’s room entry procedures, the air has cleared, and/or is
including for use of respiratory protection, and someone likely to smoke in the space
ensure the hazards are controlled. while you wait for the air to clear?
e Improve ventilation or filtration (e.g., by turning
on air cleaners, activating HVAC, or opening l l
windows). A
No Yes

e If there are other people present who are not

: . e Wait until e Wear respiratory protection

?Ef;?ﬁep;%;de emergency care, ask them to enough time while inside the space.

e If possible, remove hazards to enable has passed * Spend as little time in space
emergency access to the space. bﬁioﬁien th . ?S ptosisrlrkl)li ve ventilation

e [f the client can move on their own, ask them to entering the ry Ob prove ventila do
move to a space without inhalation risk (or with space. (e.g., by opening a window) -
a lower risk). e |f the situation even while wearing

e Spend as little time as possible in the space. changes, ?]tart lresplr'ator%/] protection,

¢ If needed, follow overdose (OD) response ?galnfith"c € ‘ov;/ﬁrlngt N c;ipéepttraﬂoln
protocols (see BCCDC OD Response Toolkit for op orthis N e Space Wil better help
more information). chart. protect your health.

| | l

Perform the tasks you needed to enter the space to do.
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