
The risk of exposure to 
other patients is low.

Reassure other patients if
they are concerned that
the chances of being
harmed from exposure
are low.

Follow workplace
reporting and security
requirements as needed.

Monitor other patients for signs of substance
exposure

Can you remove other
patients from the room?

Is smoke still present?

Follow workplace
guidelines for

moving patients.

Educate patients
on why PPE is

needed for staff.

Put on PPE before
entering the space.

HOW WAS THE SUBSTANCE CONSUMED?

Managing Exposure to Unregulated
Substances for Other Patients
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Follow these tips to keep other patients safe when an unregulated substance has been or is being
consumed. 

For more information: 
WorkSafeBC Prevention Information Line for health and safety assistance: 1-888-621-7233 
Contact harm.reduction@bccdc.ca for more information on this guidance.

There are steps you can take to reduce exposure to substances in hospital settings for yourself
and other patients. 

Smoked Injected or Snorted

YES NO

YES No
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