
This guide for health care providers outlines non-publicly funded
vaccines for children, including provider responsibilities, examples of
vaccines, and answers to common questions.

Meningococcal B Recommended for children with certain medical
conditions such as functional or anatomical asplenia.

Travel Vaccines Recommended based on travel destination. Refer
families to a travel clinic.

In BC, other vaccines may be purchased for added protection beyond the
routine immunization schedule. 

For certain children at higher risk of vaccine-preventable diseases, some vaccines are
recommended by Canada’s National Advisory Committee on Immunization (NACI) but
not provided free in BC. Families can purchase these vaccines. 

You play a vital role in helping clients make informed decisions about their health.
You should inform clients on best ways to protect themselves and their dependents
from vaccine-preventable diseases.
You have a professional responsibility to explain:

vaccine-preventable diseases
the routine immunization schedule
that non-publicly funded vaccines are available, and how they can provide extra
protection

If you do not provide vaccines, refer clients to an immunization provider. Non-publicly
funded vaccines are available for purchase at travel health clinics, pharmacies, and
some physician offices.
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Examples of Non-Publicly Funded Vaccines

Your Responsibilities as a Health Care Provider

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/canadian-immunization-guide-part-4-active-vaccines/page-13-meningococcal-vaccine.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/canadian-immunization-guide-part-4-active-vaccines/page-13-meningococcal-vaccine.html


Decisions to fund vaccine programs are made by the Ministry of Health based on
recommendations from local immunization, public health experts. These experts
examine the best available scientific evidence, information on local disease
incidence, and recommendations from national and international expert groups,
which are then prioritized with other public health initiatives. As a result, not all
vaccines are publicly funded and clients may purchase vaccines for extra protection.

Q: WHY ARE THERE NON-PUBLICLY FUNDED VACCINES IN BC? 

Children at high risk for vaccine-preventable diseases may be eligible for
additional publicly funded vaccines. Refer to the BC Immunization
Manual, Part 2 - Immunization of Special Populations.

Q: WHERE CAN I FIND VACCINE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR
CHILDREN AT HIGH RISK FOR VACCINE-PREVENTABLE
DISEASES?

Non-publicly funded vaccines are available from travel health clinics,
most pharmacies, and some physician offices. 

Q: WHERE CAN CLIENTS PURCHASE AND RECEIVE NON-
PUBLICLY VACCINES IN BC?  

You can find the Routine BC Immunization Schedule in the BC
Immunization Manual, Part 1-Immunization Schedules.

Q: WHERE CAN I FIND THE ROUTINE, PUBLICLY FUNDED BC
IMMUNIZATION SCHEDULE? 

Clients can visit HealthLinkBC’s webpages on Immunizations and Vaccines
for Extra Protection, or call HealthlinkBC at 8-1-1.

Q: WHERE CAN CLIENTS FIND THE ROUTINE BC
IMMUNIZATION SCHEDULES? 

Vaccine recommendations help clients make informed health decisions

Common Questions about Non-Publicly Funded
Vaccines for Children
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https://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/communicable-disease-control-manual/immunization/immunization-of-special-populations
https://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/communicable-disease-control-manual/immunization/immunization-of-special-populations
https://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Guidelines%20and%20Forms/Guidelines%20and%20Manuals/Epid/CD%20Manual/Chapter%202%20-%20Imms/Part_1_Schedules.pdf
https://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Guidelines%20and%20Forms/Guidelines%20and%20Manuals/Epid/CD%20Manual/Chapter%202%20-%20Imms/Part_1_Schedules.pdf
https://www.healthlinkbc.ca/health-library/immunizations
https://www.healthlinkbc.ca/health-library/immunizations/children/vaccines-extra-protection
https://www.healthlinkbc.ca/health-library/immunizations/children/vaccines-extra-protection

