
Dr. Hanna Oltean, PhD MPH

ZOONOTIC AND VECTOR-BORNE
DISEASE UPDATES FROM 
WASHINGTON
“THREE SURPRISES”



Washington State Department of Health | 2

1) H5N5
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Timeline of Locally Acquired Malaria Outbreaks in the United States, 
1980-2025

WA
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2) Local-mosquito borne transmission from an unidentified case was the 
most likely source. 

 Unidentified travel, 
recrudescence 

 Local mosquito-borne 
transmission

 Local bloodborne 
transmission

CDC Port Health inquiry
Primary patient interview

Mosquito trapping and testing
Case review/genomic 

sequencing
Syndromic surveillance

Medical records review
Primary patient interview
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Sea otter and harbor seal necropsied; harbor seal 
tests positive for HPAI H5.

H5 +

Jan 11, 
2025

Jan 13, 
2025

Jan 14, 
2025

Jan 22, 
2025

Jan 27, 
2025
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3) Additional laboratory testing revealed unexpected 
F. tularensis in the sea otter.

F. tularensis 

+

F. tularensis 

+

Jan 14, 
2025

Jan 31, 
2025

Feb 1, 
2025

Feb 5, 
2025
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A site visit to the necropsy laboratory
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Findings were disseminated to stranding network 
partners and staff.
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• Experts from 7 agencies/organizations

• Key resources:
• NIOSH Health Hazard Evaluation conducted at a marine mammal 

center: https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/hhe/reports/pdfs/2011-0105-
3173.pdf 

• USGS Field Manual of Wildlife Diseases: 
https://www.usgs.gov/centers/nwhc/science/field-manual-wildlife-
diseases 

• National Park Service Safe Work Practices for Employees Handling 
Wildlife: https://www.nps.gov/subjects/policy/upload/RM-
50B_Chp55_Safe_Work_Practices_Handling_Wildlife-508.pdf

• CDC Brucellosis Reference Guide: 
https://www.cdc.gov/brucellosis/media/pdfs/2025/02/brucellosi-
reference-guide.pdf 

• NASPHV Veterinary Standard Precautions: 
https://www.nasphv.org/Documents/VeterinaryStandardPrecautio
ns.pdf

• Veterinary Information Network Design Considerations for 
Necropsy Facilities: 
https://www.vin.com/apputil/content/defaultadv1.aspx?pId=1112
5&id=3980804

Recommendations were co-developed with wildlife 
partners.

 General recommendations for zoonotic 
disease prevention
 Handwashing
 Worker training
 Reporting animal bites
 Preventing tick & mosquito bites
 Hazard assessments and PPE use

 Specific recommendations for marine 
mammal field collection and necropsy
 Minimum PPE
 Additional PPE when zoonotic 

disease is suspected
 Live animal and carcass transport
 Cleaning & disinfection
 Laboratory ventilation & 

engineering controls
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o NASPHV Compendia and guidance documents
• Veterinary Standard Precautions for Zoonotic Disease Prevention in 

Veterinary Personnel
• Measures to Prevent Disease Associated with Animals in Public Settings
• Compendium of Measures to Prevent Zoonotic Diseases Associated with 

Non-Traditional Pets

o CDC
• Guidance specific to certain conditions
• Health Hazard Evaluations (HHEs) | NIOSH | CDC

o APIC Veterinary Medicine IPC Council
o CREATE – University of Pennsylvania, School of Veterinary Medicine

“IPC” for Animal Settings

https://nasphv.org/documentsCompendiaVet.html
https://nasphv.org/documentsCompendiaVet.html
https://nasphv.org/documentsCompendiaVet.html
https://nasphv.org/documentsCompendiumAnimals.html
https://nasphv.org/documentsCompendiumAnimals.html
https://nasphv.org/Documents/Non-traditional_pets_compendium.pdf
https://nasphv.org/Documents/Non-traditional_pets_compendium.pdf
https://nasphv.org/Documents/Non-traditional_pets_compendium.pdf
https://nasphv.org/Documents/Non-traditional_pets_compendium.pdf
https://nasphv.org/Documents/Non-traditional_pets_compendium.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/hhe/default.html
https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/hhe/default.html
https://www.vet.upenn.edu/research/research-centers-and-institute/institute-for-infectious-and-zoonotic-diseases/create/
https://www.vet.upenn.edu/research/research-centers-and-institute/institute-for-infectious-and-zoonotic-diseases/create/
https://www.vet.upenn.edu/research/research-centers-and-institute/institute-for-infectious-and-zoonotic-diseases/create/
https://www.vet.upenn.edu/research/research-centers-and-institute/institute-for-infectious-and-zoonotic-diseases/create/
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To request this document in another format, call 1-800-525-0127. Deaf or hard of
hearing customers, please call 711 (Washington Relay) or email doh.information@doh.wa.gov. 
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