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Thanks Bhavna.  
For this part of our presentation will look at how the culturally safe care considerations have been incorporated into the BCCDC Immunization Competency course.
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History of the BC Immunization Competency Course
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The Immunization Competency course was developed in 2012 to provide the foundational education that aligned with the Immunization Competencies for BC Health Professionals which is based on the Public Health Agency of Canada’s Immunization competencies. Since that time, content in the course has been routinely updated to align with any changes to the BC Immunization Program. 
As online education has evolved over the years and recognizing that learner engagement is key to achieving better understanding of online course content, it was determined that the course was needing a complete update. 




Intended audience:
Health care professionals including:

• Nurses (RNs, RPNs, LPNs)
• Pharmacists
• Naturopathic Physicians
• Community Paramedics

BCCDC Immunization Competency Course 
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There are several groups of healthcare professionals that provide immunizations in BC.
The Immunization competency course which includes the Immunization Skills Checklist is intended for health professionals who are new to immunization practice in BC including nurses, pharmacists, naturopathic physicians and community paramedics. 

For nurses working in public health settings may use the Immunization Skills Checklist every 3 years to reassess competency.
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The BCCDC Immunization Competency Course improvement project was informed by an evaluation survey of the course. Key updates to the course include the following: 
A complete review and update of course content
A new, more user-friendly, interactive, and modern learning platform on Articulate Rise
One course for all health professionals in lieu of three separate courses for the different health professionals (RNs & RPNs, LPNs, & Pharmacists)
Highlighting the BC Immunization Manual throughout the course
The inclusion of reducing immunization injection pain guidelines
Incorporation of the Anaphylaxis Initial Emergency Treatment course 
Enhanced Informed consent content 
Updated immunization communication and vaccine hesitancy content to align with current literature and the 2021 Immunization Communication Tool 
And the addition of Culturally safe care considerations and a revised Immunization Skills Checklist 





Working together
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The cultural safety content added to this course and the immunization skills checklist was created through collaboration with the First Nations Health Authority immunization team and in consultation with BCCDC’s Chee Mamuk team. We would like to gratefully thank all those who took the time to support this work.  We humbly acknowledge that we continue to learn and commit to refining our resources with the aim to support cultural safety within immunization practice.




In Plain Sight

“B.C. remains in the midst of a transition 
from this colonial legacy of segregation, 
disempowerment and dehumanization of 
Indigenous peoples, to an equitable 
system that is culturally safe, based on 
the recognition of the basic human rights 
of Indigenous peoples, including the right 
to access services without discrimination 
or profiling.” (p.11)

Source: In Plain Sight Addressing Indigenous-specific Racism and Discrimination in B.C. Health Care
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The cultural safety content added to this course aligns with the Indigenous cultural safety and anti-racism guiding documents that have become available over the past few years, including the In Plain Sight report and the BC College of Nurses and Midwives Indigenous Cultural Safety, Cultural Humility, and Anti-Racism Practice Standard. 



https://engage.gov.bc.ca/app/uploads/sites/613/2020/11/In-Plain-Sight-Summary-Report.pdf


Indigenous Cultural Safety, Cultural Humility and Anti-
Racism Practice Standard
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Bhavna had mentioned the BCCNM and the College of Physicians and Surgeons of B.C.’s development of the Indigenous Cultural Safety, Cultural Humility, and Anti-Racism practice standard in 2022. Since its development, additional BC Health Regulators have adopted this practice standard, including the College of naturopathic Physicians for BC and the college of pharmacists of BC.



Providing Culturally Safe Care as Immunizers
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Within the introduction to the BCCDC Immunization Competency course we created a section titled Providing Culturally Safe Care as Immunizers which includes fundamental information, links to resources and videos. The additional resources are intended to expand learning and for future reference. 



Key Messages
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Key messages pertaining to culturally safe care considerations are woven throughout the course as they relate to specific content within each module. 




Immunization Skills Checklist
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As a quick reminder, the Immunization Skills Checklist is a tool for the assessment of immunization competencies for BC health care providers. 

As Bhavna described, the learnings from the FNHA BCIC project provided recommendations on incorporating the cultural safety, cultural humility and anti-racism practice standard into the provincial Immunization Skills Checklist. The revised version is seen on this slide and is available on the BCCDC website and within the BCCDC Immunization Competency course on LearningHub.

 







• BCCDC Immunization 
Competency Course

• LearningHub account

Accessing the BCCDC Immunization 
Competency Course 
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We recognize many HCPs have completed the previous course and checklist, HCPs are welcome to view the new version of the BCCDC Immunization Competency Course and the immunization skills checklist for their own learning. For more information please go to the BCCDC Immunization Competency Course page which links to LearningHub, where the course can be accessed. 
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I’d like to end with a thank you for all you do to support immunization in your practice and thank you for listening to our presentation.
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