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Background
In late January, there was 
a CV-19 outbreak in 
Tsq'escen' (Canim Lake 
Community)



Purpose of 
Working 

Group

• To identify priority topics for Indigenous 
peoples and communities with a focus on 
prevention and vaccination messaging

• Working group to support content 
development, engagement and dissemination 
of new resources



Members

• Note: membership 
continues to grow and 
changes as we are inviting 
new organizations to join

Name Role - Organization

David Murphy BCAAFC (BC Association of Aboriginal Friendship Centres)

Ricki-Lee Jewell BCAAFC 

Noella Horoscoe BCAAFC

Amanda Porter BCCDC (BC Centre for Disease Control)

Andrea Boyce BCCDC

Harlan Pruden (co-chair) BCCDC 

Zahra Abdulla BCCDC

Melanie Kurrein (co-chair) BCCDC

Estella Lum BCCDC

Julienne Jagdeo BCCDC

Leela Steiner BCCDC

Leah Boulton-Chaykowski BCCDC

Adrian MacNair FNHA (First Nations Health Authority)

Ashley Simpson FNHA 

Shoshannah Greene Indigenous Artist + Illustrator

Angel Gunn MNBC (Métis Nation B.C.)

Jillian Jones MNBC

Sheri Gee MNBC

Tak Ishikawa BC Behavioural Insights Group

Steph Wilkie BC Behavioural Insights Group



COVID-19 
Prevention 
Messages

Cover image of “What we heard: Indigenous Peoples and COVID-19,” a CPHO Report



Stop the 
Spread of 
COVID-19

Resource



COVID-19 
Vaccination
Messages

Cover image of “What we heard: Indigenous Peoples and COVID-19,” a CPHO Report



About 
Vaccination

Resource



why it's 
important to 
get your second 
dose of COVID-
19 vaccine to 
protect 
yourself, your 
family and your 
community

Resource



Protect your 
community with 
COVID-19 immunity



(PRINT)
Protect your 
community with 
COVID-19 immunity

Resource



(Social Media)
Protect your 
community with 
COVID-19 immunity

Resource



(PRINT)
Protect your 
community with 
COVID-19 immunity

Resource



(PRINT)
Protect your 
community with 
COVID-19 immunity

Resource



Tk'emlúps te
Secwe̓pemc

Billboard



Pregnancy & 
COVID-19 
Vaccination

Resource



Feeling Sick?

Stop the 
spread

Resource



Where is 
IKTWG going?



Pathways to 
healing from 
pandemic 
stress and loss

Resource



Mpox
(monkeypox)

Resource



• Our work and how we work is informed by Indigenous ways of knowing, doing and being

• Emphasis on context of the lived or living experience of Indigenous peoples

• We are a working group of and for Reconcila(c)tion, 

• The working group is building trust while sharing (health) info

• Listening to communities and meeting communities where they are

• The importance of partnership and collaboration:
 FNHA
 MNBC
 BCAAFC
 BC Patient Safety and Quality Council
 Tk'emlúps te Secwe̓pemc Band
 Chee Mamuk staff and network
 Health Canada(?)

• Hyper attentiveness to content priorities, language and accessibility, so information is 
timely, accurate and culturally relevant

• Open to possibilities and not tied to one’s position(s), agenda or outcome

Take-a-ways



Harlan Pruden – Harlan.Pruden@bccdc.ca

Melanie Kurrein  – Melanie.Kurrein@bccdc.ca 

Artist Credit 

Corey Bulpitt (Haida)


