HANDOUT FOR PATIENTS WHO USE DRUGS – December 9, 2008

If you use cocaine, you should know:

· Some cocaine has been cut or buffed with a hog deworming drug (levamisole).

· A number of people have become ill after using this cocaine.

· Hog dewormer can harm a person’s bone marrow and blood cells.  This will make the person more prone to very serious infections.
· Someone who has used cocaine cut or buffed with hog dewormer may have:

· fever and chills

· swollen glands 

· painful sores in the mouth or around the anus

· skin infections

· pneumonia

· sore throat

· other infections
· If you have some of these symptoms, please promptly see a doctor or street nurse.  

· Hog dewormer can also cause serious allergic reactions which can be fatal. 
· If you experience any of the following symptoms shortly after taking any drug seek immediate medical attention:
· Lips, tongue, and throat tingling and swelling

· Hives – itchy red spots appearing on the body shortly after drug use

· Chest tightness, difficulty breathing

· Rapid heart beating, feeling faint

· This situation reinforces the dangers of consuming substances of unknown quality purchased from black market sources.  

