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Mumps

There were 19 confirmed cases of mumps report-
ed in BC in 2018 (0.38 cases per 100,000 popula-
tion) and an additional 6 probable cases. This was 
a significant decline compared to the previous 
two years when 148 and 160 confirmed cases 
were reported in 2016 and 2017, respectively. 
Mumps remains endemic in BC, and cases were 
reported by each of the regional health authori-
ties in 2018.

Sixty-eight percent of the 19 confirmed cases 
were male. The median age was 35 years (range 
23-71). Thirteen cases (68%) were born in 1970 
through 1994, a period of time when only one 
dose of mumps-containing vaccine was provided 
in the routine childhood immunization schedule. 
Only one case (5%) reported receipt of one doc-
umented dose of measles, mumps, and rubella 
(MMR) vaccine. Seven cases (34%) reported re-
ceiving MMR vaccine but were unable to provide 
documentation. Eleven cases (58%) reported 

being unimmunized or had unknown immuniza-
tion history of MMR vaccine receipt.

Fifteen cases were laboratory confirmed by PCR, 
and of these, 11 had genotype results provided 
by the National Microbiology Laboratory. Ten 
cases were genotype G, the predominant strain 
endemic in Canada. One case was genotype D, a 
strain not circulating in Canada at the time of the 
report. This individual had a travel history com-
patible with acquisition in Europe. 

http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/disease-system-statistics/reportable-disease-dashboard
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/disease-system-statistics/reportable-disease-dashboard
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/data-reports/reportable-diseases-data-dashboard
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23.1 Mumps Rates by Year, 2009-2018

23.2 Mumps Rates by Age Group and Sex, 2018
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