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Hepatitis A

With 25 cases reported in 2018, the incidence of 
hepatitis A infection has remained stable since 
2013 in BC. The majority (63%) of cases traveled 
to an endemic country during their exposure 
period. The incidence in North Island was high-
er than usual due to a household cluster of two 
cases that occurred in the fall. Cases occurred in 
all age groups and in both sexes. There was no 
evidence in BC of an outbreak among men who 
have sex with men, people who are homeless 
and/or who use drugs, similar to that occurring in 
other parts of North America and Europe. 

Genotyping and RNA sequencing performed at 
the National Microbiology Laboratory did not 
identify any BC-specific outbreak. Two BC cases 
were included in a national hepatitis A outbreak 
which was believed to be foodborne but re-
mained unsolved; one case had onset in Decem-
ber 2017 and the other in May 2018. 

8.1 Hepatitis A by Year, 2009-2018
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8.3 Hepatitis A Rates by Age Group and Sex, 2018

8.2 Hepatitis A Reports by Week, 2018
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8.4 Hepatitis  A Rates by HSDA, 2018

Rates per 100,000 population by HSDA
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