Yukon's COVID-19 pandemic phases
Yukon First Nations COVID Response

Understanding Yukoners’
Attitudes Towards Vaccines

Where our story begins...
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Disproportionate Effects

| nd igenOUS Approximately 22% of Yukon’s population is
First Nation, Métis, Inuit
Yu kOnerS were From June 1to August 9, ‘21, Indigenous
. . eople in Yukon represented:
disproportionately " i

e 56 % of cases

affected by e 63% of hospitalizations
e 56% of medevacs

COVI D'19 e 50% of deaths

Differing Vaccination Rates

Received an XBB.1.5 Vaccine as Most Recent Dose, by Client Health Branch and Age Group
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Prevent what you can. Get the flu shot. TR e B
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Community Leadership

(Klein et al., 2023)
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Client health branch

Where we plan to go...

1. CONTRIBUTE Yukon-specific data to national data
collection efforts aimed at understanding vaccine
access, uptake, and hesitancy.

2. IMPROVE understanding of attitudes and opinions
related to vaccines, including COVID-19 and routine
vaccines.

3. EXPLORE perspectives and experiences of First
Nation communities with vaccines.

4. BUILD understanding of factors that contribute to
vaccine uptake and/or vaccine hesitancy.

5. IDENTIFY community-based innovations for improving
equitable access to vaccines and supporting informed
decision-making.

6. HIRE and TRAIN community researchers, supporting
local employment, skill development, and research
capacity.

7. PREPARE for future health emergencies.

Contact us for more

information

ok/yukonatvproject

Yukon’s Pandemic Community Information Sharing Project Goals Project Methods

What's your why?

Community-based
case studies

Territory-wide
survey

Knowledge
mobilization

Project Coordinator:
Ruth Nielsen

867-649-6456
Ruth.nielsen@yukonu.ca
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What guides our journey...

ATV is led by
a collaborative team

already had working on

We started with who we
} COVID-19 communications.

~f ”**, Council of Yuko : :
@ First Nations Yukon First Nations would

} We ensure the voices of
lead the project.

We partner with
communities who want to
engage in this research.

We collaborate with other

Yuk . .
( M University } active researchers in the

territory.

Stee r-l N g o Guidance and oversight
C tt o Link project & communities
ommittee o Project champions
C ore o Co-applicants on project funding

o Qversee research activities

Collaborators

o Co-supervise Project Coordinator

o Lead & conduct research

o Support working groups

Research team

o Overall project management

Reconciliation in research
starts with ensuring that
First Nations partners
are guiding every
aspect of the
project.

Taking

meaningful steps
towards health equity
requires understanding
community differences and
elevating community
perspectives

Proportion of Yukoners with Influenza vaccine by client health region, October 1, 2023 - December 31, 2023
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Client health region

Yukon needs timely, accessible,
community-level data.

Current national level datasets exclude
Yukon specific data. Territorial datasets are
not openly accessible. The territory-wide
survey will generate an open-access,
representative dataset.

We honour OCAP principles
and data sovereignty.

First Nation community partners
own and control the access

and possession of
community-level data
from case study.
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