Metlakatia First




Introduction to Metlakatla

» Community 5 km NW of Prince Rupert, BC
» 900 members

» Traditional marine territory encompasses DFO
statistical areas 3, 4, 5, and lower Skeena River.

» Bivalves such as Butter Clams and Cockles
represent an easy-to-harvest, local source of food
during the winter months.
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Communal Harvest Plan

» Pioneered by Metlakatla Fisheries
Program (MFP), in partnership with:

= Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO)

= Canadian Food Inspection
Agency (CFIA)

= Environment Canada (EC)




Roles of
Organizations g

» MFP: Manages fishery for band members, collects
samples of mussels, clams, and cockles and
submits them to CFIA for testing, conducts patrols
to ensure harvests are happening within tested
beaches, posts biotoxin levels for community.

» EC: Conducts water quality testing, ensures fecal
coliform and other bacteria levels are low enough
for a bivalve harvest

» CFIA: Tests samples submitted by MFP for biotoxins
such as PSP, ASP, and DSP

» DFO: Enforcement of conditions of Communal
Harvest Plan



Seasonal timeline of fishery
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Areas of Harvest: West
Observation Point




Area of Harvest: Doolan
Point




Harvest Locations

» There are several
additional harvest
locations, which are
currently closed due to _
water quality and/or N
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contamination issues.

» Water quality around
Metlakatla has improved
due to a new wastewater
management facility, and
additional sites may be
open in the future,
pending water quality
testing




Postings used for
community
announcements



Catch Monitoring

» Amount of bivalve harvest is recorded monthly by
MFP technicians

» Data collected by on-grounds patrol, phone and

in-person interviews, catch calendars, and food
fish permit




Research

» Stock assessment surveys planned for Metlakatla’s
clam beaches

» Archaeology: Clam garden in process of
rehabilitation and assessment




2016 Clam Garden Project
at Dundas Point
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