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Local Environmental Observer 
Network: the eyes, ears and voice of 

environmental change 



Canada is already warmer, wetter & stormier  

www.fnha.ca 

2 October 2011 
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www.fnha.ca www.fnha.ca 
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Longer-term impacts of a changing climate in Canada 

Source: ECCC 



www.fnha.ca 

 Current challenges:  
 Monitoring changes in;  

 Weather 
 Landscape  
 Biota 
 Public health 
 

 Communicating with other 
regions 

 
 

 
 
 

 LEO’s Purpose:  
 to increase understanding 

about climate and other 
drivers of change & to 
develop appropriate 
adaptation strategies.  

 
 How:  

 applies traditional 
knowledge, western science 
& modern technology to 
achieve a robust and 
effective environmental 
health surveillance system 
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Local Environmental Observer (LEO) Network 



Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium (ANTHC) 
 

6 

Center for Climate & Health  
• Assessments 
• Technical assistance 
• Training through 7 Generations 
• Assistance monitoring 

environmental impacts 
 

One Health Group 
• Surveillance on emerging 

environmental, wildlife & public 
health threats 

 

 
LEO  
• Started 2012 – by Mike Brubaker & 

team  
• Website 
• Mobile App – LEO Reporter 
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How to join… 
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Make an observation… 



Projects 

www.fnha.ca 

• Bundling of similar observations 
• Community of Practice 
• Can be with own organization, communities, other agencies  
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LEO Reporter Mobile App 
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Hubs 
• Connecting observers with topic experts 
• Hosting focus groups, webinars, publishing regional 

newsletters or developing special projects 
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BC LEO Hub 
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• Funding:  
• Commission for 

Environmental 
Cooperation (CEC) 

• FNHA 
 
 
 
 
 

• Technical support: 
• ANTHC  



Hub Coordinator, Dr Tom Okey 
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Marine Ecologist 
Adjunct Professor, UVIC Environmental Studies 
Owner of Ocean Integrity Research 
 



Thank you!  

www.fnha.ca 

 
 
 
 
 

www.leonetwork.org 
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