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February 22, 2010

TO:
MHO


PHNA & PHNAA

RE:
STORAGE AND HANDLING OF PPD

The following changes are to be made to the CDC Manual, Tuberculosis chapter, pages 2-10 and 2-11, regarding the above.

1.
PPD is to be stored at all times away from light in a refrigerator at 2-8°C.  Tuberculin solutions can be adversely affected by exposure to light.
2.
After first puncture, the PPD vial should be stored in the refrigerator or kept in an appropriate cooler between usage.
3.
PPD which has been opened is to be discarded after one month because oxidation and degradation may reduce potency.
4.
There should be no preloading of syringes in advance of administration.
These revisions will be noted in the upcoming amendments of the TB manual due in the near future.

Yours truly

[image: image1.png]BC Centre for Disease Control

AN AGENCY OF THE PROVINCIAL HEALTH SERVICES AUTHORITY




R. K. Elwood, MB, MRCP(UK), FRCP(C)

Provincial Director, Tuberculosis Control

BC Centre for Disease Control

RKE:jcn

Tuberculosis Control
Tel
604
707-2691


Chest Clinic 
Tel
604
707-2692


Field Operations
Tel
604
707-2697


TB Services for Aboriginal Communities
Tel
604
707-2696


BC Centre for Disease Control
Fax
604
707-2690


655 West 12th Avenue


Vancouver, British Columbia Canada  V5Z 4R4

A research and teaching centre affiliated with UBC
www.bccdc.ca


[image: image2.png]