The Gathering Tree

By Larry Loyie with Constance Brissenden
lllustrations by Heather D. Holmlund

The Gathering Tree is a new, beautifully illustrated children’s book
about HIV/AIDS.

Written by award-winning First Nations author Larry Loyie and co-
author Constance Brissenden (www.firstnationswriter.com), it is a
gentle, positive story of a First Nations family facing HIV. After 11-
year-old Tyler and his younger sister Shay-Lyn learn their favorite
cousin Robert has HIV, they discover that knowledge brings
understanding and self-awareness. Aspects of physical, spiritual,
mental and emotional health are addressed.

Authentic paintings by award-winning illustrator Heather D.
Holmlund bring the characters and rural setting to life.

Published by Theytus Books Ltd., with Chee Mamuk, the Aboriginal
HIV/STI education program of the British Columbia Centre for
Disease Control, the book includes study materials for teachers,
students, and health educators.
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