
A Vaccination, 1899 
 

Anna Ancher, Oil on Canvas, Skagen, Denmark    



 

Amplifying the Voice of Public Health 

in the face of  

Strongly Presented Public Opinion 

 
British Columbia Immunization Forum 2020 

March 3, 2020 



Overview of talk 
1. Introduction 

2. We protect what we value 

3. Metaphors for public health  
1. Grandmother 

2. Valuable edifice 

3. A health promotion enterprise 

4. Origin of attacks 

5. Examples of defending public health 
1. Defending in-school vaccination 

2. Protecting vaccination from false claims 

3. Defending fluoridation 

6. Conclusion 
 

 

 



Diptheria Diptheria 

H-pylori? Meningitis 

DAD MOM 





  

  



 

Juliet Guichon 
BA (Yale), BCL, MA (Oxon.), SJD (Toronto) 

Called to the Bar of Ontario 

Associate Professor 

 Cumming School of Medicine,  

University of Calgary 



Importance of defending 

public health is 

discussed in this book, 

just published. 
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Typically society  

defends what it values 
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Public health is 

valuable 
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Public health achieves disease 

prevention and promotion achieved 

by structures 

• There is a type of edifice that ensures that 

a child is vaccinated. 

 

• That edifice needs protection. 



Scientific consensus Public Benefit  



Public Health Policy  

or  

Existing Practice 



Children can benefit 



But things can go wrong 



Public health policy and practice 

can be attacked by forces  

beyond their control 



Public Health has little defence 
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Preventing  

disease and  

death 



  

Not preventing  

disease and death 

(promoting disease 

and death) 

Who stops institutions going the wrong way? 



We need systems to prevent institutions going in the wrong 

direction 
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Statistics Canada 2012: 

Mental Health Survey 



  

Population of BC: 5.017 million 2019 

• 5.6% = 280,952 people with paranoia 

• 5.4% = 270,918 people with border line 

personality disorder 



Essentially  

• The attack on public health is by speech 

• Defense must come from more and better speech 

• Such speech must emphasize the expertise of public 

health 



Examples of attack 

• Examples of attacks 

• A person attacks a public health program 

• HPV vaccine, Fluoridation 

• A newspaper attacks a vaccine’s safety 

• A university employs an antivaxxer 

• A judge rejects expert opinion that death was by bacterial 
infection (R. v. Stephan 2019) 

• Defenders must address all attacks  

• Defenders must “stand on guard for thee” 
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Yellowknif

e 

Halton (Burlington, Halton 

Hills, 

 Milton, Oakville) 

 HPV Vaccine Bans in Canadian 

Publicly Funded Catholic Schools: 

November 15, 2012 



Needed knowledge of HPV infection, transmission and 

prevention 

  

Eduardo Franco, McGill 



Created a team - some team members 

Total:  approx. 250 people nationally 



Accepted qualified walk-ons 

    



Sought important information from covert 

sources 

  

Teachers 

Nurses 



Created team logos: 

 

  

For local effort 



For national effort 

  



We had clear goals in mind 

    



Goals 

• Promote easy vaccine access for children 

• Seek clear and correct information to encourage parental 

consent 

• Help increase HPV vaccine uptake 



Accepted that task is adversarial 

   



   

• We had opponents 

• Our aim was victory: high vaccine uptake! 

• We adopted sportsmen like behaviour 



 Had a clear overall game plan: 

escalating pressure 

   



Opposition’s moves determined what play we 

used 

• In Alberta: Calgary, Medicine Hat, Leduc Halton Ontario 

particularly difficult 



Used Media to Promote Education  June 2012 

  



   

   



Promoted education  

by letters from experts to trustees 



Letters and follow up in  

French and English 

    







Calgary Dean of Medicine letter  

evoked episcopal ire 



Were prepared to play away 

games despite challenges 



Yellowknife 

  





Burlington, Ontario 

    



Burlington, Ontario 



Leduc, Alberta 

   





  

  



Accepted every opportunity to communicate 

with public 



  Radio 



Television 

   





Print 



Adopted clear messaging 

               Vaccination 

 

Does not cause 

Promiscuity 
 



INTERNET CAN BE DANGEROUS 



Challenges, but ultimate success 

• Politics, bureaucracy and self interest were challenges 

• But by May 2014 all publicly funded Canadian school 

doors were open to the HPV vaccine 

 



Successes showed  

worth of effort  

Vaccine 

Uptake 
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Full Opinion Article sent to Toronto Star: 







69 Signatures 



Followed up by request for retraction 







False Claims 

1. Toronto Star 

2. University of Toronto anthropology 
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Defending Fluoridation  

Dental decay: 

Infectious disease 

Most common disease of childhood 

Calgarians vote for fluoridation in two 

plebicites, 1989 and 1998 

10 Calgary city councilors voted to cease 

fluoridation against medical advice, Feb 2011 





Strategy 

• Started defending fluoridation in July 2017 

• Amplify the voice of public health 

• Quieten the voice of non-experts 





Calgarians for Kids’ Health 

  



Media advisory 

    

























Calgary Herald, June 2018 











Held Dental Screening Event June 2019 















Battle continues 

• Advocated continuously 

• Matter has gone to city water engineering for cost 

estimate 

• Will go to finance committee June 1 

• Stay tuned … 
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Governments should fund not just offence but 

defence 



Because government must expect that this can 

happen 



  

Not preventing  

disease and death 

(promoting disease 

and death) 

Defenders must monitor and work against people  

moving toward the wrong goal 





  





Thank you 

   



Questions? 

  



“Edward Jenner performing the first Smallpox Vaccination” 

Gaston Melingue oil on canvas, 1879 


