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COVIB19 incidencedeclining provincially andin mostregions;testing rate and
related incidencencreasedin children under 15y/ears
The provincial incidenceytepisode date was 78 per 100K witf958 cases week 37

Healthauthority incidencedecreasedn all regions except Northern Health where it is highe

1 Since weelB6, Fraser Health incidendecreased75 to 68per 100K).

1 Since weelB6, Vancouver Coastal incidendecreased55 to 45per 100K).

1 Since weel6, Interior Health incidencdecreased {54to 115 per 100K).

1 Since weeld6, Island Health incidenadecreased59 to 56per 100K).

1 Since weeld6, Northern Health incidendacreased199 to 248oer 100K).
Incidence in all aggroups has decreasedther than in childreraged 0 to 14 yearshere it
increased from weeks 36 to 37This occurred in parallglith an increase in testing rate in thi
age group and a concomitant decrease in test positilfihe 1014 yearold inciden@ increasel
from 101 per 100K in week 36 to 119 per 100K in week 37
By week 3 the singledose vaccination coverage in the eligible 12+ yads reached 8%, and
79% were fullwaccinated.
Testing of MSRunded specimenincreased to~60K specimas in week 3. Positivity of MSP
funded specimendecreasedsince week 8 from 9.7% to7.8%in week 37
The weekly number of hospital admissions have slightiyeased from week 8to week ¥,
from 260to 274 admissionsICU admissions alsacreased from week@to week ¥, from 61
to 71 admissions. Deaths have been increasing since week 30, from3ldaths in week 3.
By case oéarliest onset date]l new outbreak vasreported in healthcare settings in week'.3

Table ofpandemic phaseslefined by implementation or relaxation of populatiotevel mitigation measures in BC:

PREPHASEL
Jan 15 (wk 3)
Mar 13 (wk 11) 2020

PHASEL

Mar 14 (wk 11)
May 18 (wk 21) 2020Pun 23 (wk 26) 2020

PHASE2
May 19 (wk 21)

PHASE3
Jun 24 2020 (wk 26)Current wk,2021
(DATESSTART FROM BEGINNIRE COMPLETE EPIWEEK

From earliest
symptom onset date

Initial restrictions

PHASE3A: Jun 24 (wk 26Bept 12 (wk 37) 202@Broader reopening
PHASE3B: Sept 13 (wk 38Nov 7 (wk45) 2020 Start 0f2020-21 school year
PHASE3C Nov 8 (wk 46\Mar 27 (wk 12)2021: Core bubblénteraction only
PHASE3D: Mar 28 (wk 13)May 22 (wk 202021 Circuit breaker restrictions
PHASE3E:May 23 (wk 21 Current wk,2021 Step 1 BC Restart Plan (wk23);
Step 2BC Restart Plan (wk 26); Step 3 BC Restart Plan (wk 26rrent wk, 2021)

Reopening of services

Table ofvaccinationphasesdefined byvaccineeligibility of target populationsin BC:

VACCINATIORHASEL
Dec 202Go Feb 2021

VACCINATIORHASE?
Feb to April2021

VACCINATIORHASE3
April to May 2021

VACCINATIORHASHE}
May 2021 Present

Target populations include
residents, staff and essential
visitors to longterm caresettings
individuals assessed and awaiting
longterm care placement; health
care workers providing care for
COVIBL9 patients; and remote
and solated Indigenous

communities.

Target populations include seniors, age
XynT LyRAASy2dza LIS7
Indigenous Elders; Indigenous
communities; hospital staff, community
general practitioners and medical
specialists; vuln@ble populations in select
congregate settings; and staff in
community home support and nursing

sevices for seniors.

Target populations include people
aged 6079 years, Indigenous peop
aged 1864 and people aged 154
who are clinically extremely
vulnerable.

Target populations includeveryone
12+years

BELOW ARE IMPORTANT NOTES relevant to the interpretation of data displayed in this bulletin:
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https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/emergency-preparedness-response-recovery/covid-19-provincial-support/bc-restart-plan
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/emergency-preparedness-response-recovery/covid-19-provincial-support/restrictions
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/covid-19/vaccine/plan
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1 Episode date aredefined by dates of illness onset. When those dates are unavailednlégstlaboratory date is used (collection or result date);
if also unavailable, then public health care report date is usalyses based on episode date (or illness onset date) may better represent the
timing of epidemic evolutionEpisodebased tallies foracent weeks are expected to increase as case data, in particular onset dates, are more
complete

1 The weekly tally by surveillance ddtesult date, if unavailable then report datejcludes cases with illness onset date in preceding weeks.
Episode datesof hospital admission, ICU, addathare defined by admission and death dates. When unavailable, surveillance date is used.

1 As of June 15, 2021, per capita rates/incidences for year 2020 are bagampatation Estimates 2020 (157139,568 for BGverall) and for year

2021 are based on PEOPLE 2020 estimates (n= 5,198r2@ overall).

Laboratory data include Medical Service Plan (MSP) funded (e.qg. clinical diagnostic tests)&Priomded (e.g. screening tests) specimens.

Data sources inclued health authority case line list data, laboratory PLOVER B&t8&A Provincial Immunization Registry (RHg)hospital data

(PHSA Provincial COVID19 Monitoring Solution (PCMS)).

9 Casedata were extracted on September 27, 202boratory data orSeptember 24, 202PIR vaccine coverage date on September 24, 2021,
and PCMS hospitalization data on September 27, 2021

= —=a

A. COVIDB19 case counts and epidemic cusve

Up to week 37, 2021, there have been 180,7&8ses fora cumulative incidence of 3,4¢#r 100K Table 1 Figure 3. The
provincialincidence by episode date was 78 per 1@0K58 casesh week 37a decrease fron®4 per 100K in week4, the

peak of the fourth waveAs shown byhe higher incidence using surveillance date, incidence by episode date will increase as
data become more complete for recent weeks.

As shown ifrigure 2incidence has decreased in evétgath Authority (HA) from weeks 36 37, other than Northern Health
(NH) Incidence increased Northern Health (NH), from 199 to 248 per 100i other HAs reported a decrease in incidence
by episode date: FraseéHealth (FHA) decreased from %568 per 10&, Interior Health (IH) from54 to 115 per 100K,
Vancouver Coastal (VCH) from 55 topéb 100Kand Island Health (VIHA), from 59 to 56 per 100kese rates may increase
as data become more complete. Incidence increasedll NHHealth Service Delivery AredSDAS) and South Vaneer
Island HSDA

Tablel. Episodebasedcase tallies by health authorityBG Jan 15, 202@ Sep18, 2021 (week 37) (N=180,738)

. . Health Authority of Residence Outside
Case talliedy episode date FH H VIHA NH VCH Canada Total
Week37, casecounts 1,329 967 490 717 553 2 4,058
Cumulative case counts 95,126 | 25,923 | 8,020 | 10,778 | 40,599 292 180,738
Week37, cases per 100K population 68 115 56 248 45 NA 78
Cumulative cases per 100K population | 4,835 | 3,084 | 917 3,725 | 3,315 NA 3,472

Figure 1 Episodebased epidemic curve (bars3urveillancedate (line) and health authority (HA), BC
January 15, 2020 (week 8)September 18, 2021 (week 3{\=180,739
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Figure 2. Weekly episodbased incidence rates by HA and health service delivery §i¢&aDA), BC
March 01, 2020 (week 10§ September 18, 2021 (week 3{)=180,733
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As shown iTable 2andFigure 3domesticcontact with a known case or cluster has beenri@st commonly reportedource
of infection acrosshe pandemic to date

Table 2 Likely source of COVHDO infection by episode dateBC
January 15, 2020 (week 8)September 18, 2021 (week 3{)=180,739

Likely exposure (row %

International
travel

Interprovincial
travel

Domesticg
case/cluster

Domesticg
unknown

Pending/
missing

Week37, Exposures

42 (1)

67 (2)

1,933 (48)

1,102 (27)

914 (23)

Cumulative Exposures

2,298 (1)

1,994 (1)

116,917 (65)

48,415 (27)

11,114 (6)

Figure 3Likely source of COVHD9 infection by episode dateBC
January 15, 2020 (week 8)September 18, 2021 (week 37) (N= 180,738)
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C. Test rates and percent positive

As shown by the darkegolored bars inFigure 4 testing of MSHunded specimensncreased froman average of ~8K
specimengper week inveeks 34 to 36to ~60K specimens in week.3¥hile the total number of specimens hascreased,
the positivity of MSHunded specimens hagecreasedslightly since weeR6 from 9.7% to 7.86.

As shown irkigure 5the per capita testingates (Panel A) have increased in all EiAse at least week 3@nog significantly
in NH, from 93%er 10 in week 36 to 1267 per 100K in week @dnversely, grcent positivity (Panel B) for MSialy
specimendas decreasettom week 36to 37in all HAsmostsharply inNH, from 25.1% to 20%, and in IHA from 15.2% to
11.2%.

Figure4. Number of specimens tested and percent SABS/2 positive, by collection week3C
March 15, 2020 (week 12; September 18, 2021 (week 37)

100,0001 | Targetfxoa Based Testing (ST} | Revised seT
'Tesllaneslw 9 H

90,000 i

80,000

70,000

.

I
i
i
i
|
i

60,0001,

ol

01214161820222426283032343638404244464850521 3 5 7 9 11 13 15 17 19 21 23 25 27 29 31

50,0007

40,000

Number of specimens

P
i
i
[
[
[
[
i
[
[
[
[

30,0001¢

(%) suawisads aaisod jJuaalad

20,0001,
|

10,0004)

o =2 N W A O OO N ™ W

33 35 37
Collection date by epidemiological week

-+~ Line represents percent positive for MSP only payers. Percent Positive [ Non MSP - Positive ll MSP - Positive [l Non MSP - Negative [l MSP - Negative

Line represents percent positive for non-MSP and MSP payers.

Note: Invalid (n = 1982) and indeterminate (n = 9138) results have been excluded

Figure 5Testing rates and percent SAR®\/2 positive by health authority and collection week, BC
March 15, 2020 (week 1P¢ September 18, 2021 (week 37)
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Data source: laboratory PLOVER data

D. Ageprofile ¢ Testing and cases

Testing rates and percent positivity by age group
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As shown by thévars inFigure 6 testing ratesincreased in most age groups week 37 The largesincreases occurred in
children, most prominently in the-8 yearolds where testing rates doubled from 73®r 100K in week 3® 1,221 per 100K
in week 37 Testing ratefiave stabilisedisce week 34n the 6079 year age grquand have decreased since week 3thirse
aged 80+years.

As shown by the bladots inFigure §the percent positivity hadecreasedn most age groups since week, particularly in
children, consistent with an increase in testing rateom weeks 36 to 37, theepcent positivityhas decreased from5.2%
to 9.9%in 1014 yearolds, from 10.0% to 6.9% inr%yearolds and from 4.8% to 3.9% 0-4 yearolds. Percentpositivity
remained stable in 609 yearolds and 80+#earolds

Case distribution and weekly incidence by age group

As shown irkigure 7the contribution 0f<10 year olds increased by 4.5% #mat of 10-14 years olds increasday 18%from

week 36 to 37The contribution of those aged ZD yearsdecreased by 4.4% from week 36t0 87K S NB Yl Ay Ay 3 |
contributions remained relatively stable.

As shown irkigure 8 agespecific incidences decreassitice week 3@cross all age groupsther than inchildren The 1014
yearolds saw aincrease from 101 per 100K in week 36 to 119 per 100K in week 37faarite first time,had te highest
agespecific incidence odll age groups. In those <¥@ars the incidence increased from 82 per 100K in week 36, to 112 per
100K in week 37Agespecific incidences may increase as data become more complete.

Figure6. Averageweekly SARE0V2 MSPtesting rates andMISPpercent positive byknown age group BC
January 20, 2020 (week) 4 September 18, 2021 (week 37)

Data source: laboratory PLOVER data
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