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British Columbia (BC) COVID-19 Situation Report 

Week 1: January 02- January 08, 2022 
 

 
 
 
BELOW ARE IMPORTANT NOTES relevant to the interpretation of data displayed in this bulletin: 

¶ Episode dates are defined by dates of illness onset. When those dates are unavailable, earliest laboratory date is used (collection or result date); 
if also unavailable, then public health care report date is used. Analyses based on episode date (or illness onset date) may better represent the 
timing of epidemic evolution. Episode-based tallies for recent weeks are expected to increase as case data, in particular onset dates, are more 
complete. 

¶ The weekly tally by surveillance date (result date, if unavailable then report date) includes cases with illness onset date in preceding weeks. 
Episode dates for hospital admission, ICU, and death are defined by admission and death dates. When unavailable, surveillance date is used.  

¶ As of June 15, 2021, per capita rates/incidences for year 2020 are based on Population Estimates 2020 (n= 5,147,772 for BC overall) and for year 
2021 are based on PEOPLE 2021 estimates (n= 5,194,137 for BC overall). 

¶ Laboratory data include Medical Service Plan (MSP) funded (e.g. clinical diagnostic tests) and non-MSP funded (e.g. screening tests) specimens. 

¶ Data sources include: Health Authority case line list data, laboratory PLOVER data, PHSA Provincial Immunization Registry (PIR), and hospital data 
(PHSA Provincial COVID19 Monitoring Solution (PCMS)).  

¶ Case data were extracted on January 17, 2022, laboratory data on January 14, 2022, PIR vaccine coverage date on January 14, 2022, and PCMS 
hospitalization data on January 17, 2022.  
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Hospitalization admissions are increasing while deaths are stable; provincial 
COVID-19 incidence continues to be elevated. 

The provincial incidence by episode date was 267 per 100K (14,081 cases) in week 1. 

Incidence by Health Authority increased from week 49 to week 1: 

¶ Fraser Health incidence increased from 41 to 321 per 100K 

¶ Vancouver Coastal Health incidence increased from 44 to 194 per 100K 

¶ Interior Health incidence increased from 78 to 258 per 100K 

¶ Vancouver Island Health incidence increased from 85 to 244 per 100K 

¶ Northern Health incidence increased from 66 to 315 per 100K 

Testing of MSP-funded specimens has decreased from a peak of ~88,800 in week 51, to ~68,000 
in week 52, and continued to decrease to ~58,700 in week 1. The positivity of MSP-funded 
specimens increased from 5.1% in week 49 to 33.7% in week 1.   

The per capita testing rates between week 52 and week 1 decreased in all HAs, except Northern 
Health. Testing rates decreased in all age groups between week 52 and week 1, except the 60-
79 and 80+ age group. 

Age-specific incidences increased across all age groups from week 49 to week 1. Between week 
49 and week 1, incidence rates increased the most in 20-29 year-olds (from 70 to 417 per 100K), 
30-39 year-olds (from 72 to 346 per 100K), and 40-49 year-olds (72 to 332 per 100K). 

The number of hospital admissions has increased since week 49, from 127 hospitalizations in 
week 49 to 261 hospitalizations in week 1. In week 1, 60-79 year-olds had the highest number 
of hospital admissions (77 hospitalizations).  

The weekly number of deaths decreased slightly from 22 in week 49 to 18 in week 1. Those aged 
80+ accounted for the highest number of deaths in week 1 (14 deaths). 

In week 1, 8 new outbreaks were declared, based on earliest case onset date. 9 of the 18 deaths 
reported in week 1 were associated with care facility outbreaks. 
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A. COVID-19 case counts and epidemic curves 

Due to changes in testing strategies in BC driven by the Omicron variant, case counts in this report are likely an underestimate 
of the true number of COVID-19 cases in BC. Up to week 1, there have been 280,672 cases for a cumulative incidence of 5,326 
per 100K (Table 1, Figure 1). The provincial incidence by episode date was 267 per 100K (14,081 cases) in week 1, which has 
increased from 56 per 100K in week 49. The near 5-fold increase is due to the emergence of Omicron variant in BC (VoC 
Reports). Incidence by episode date may increase as data become more complete in recent weeks. 

As shown in Figure 2, incidence has increased sharply in all HAs from week 49 to week 1. Incidence increased most dramatically 
in Fraser Health (FH) and Vancouver Coastal Health (VCH), from 41 per 100K in week 49 to 321 per 100K in week 1 for FH, and 
from 44 per 100K in week 49 to 194 per 100K in week 1 in VCH. Incidence increased from week 49 to week 1 in Interior Health 
(IH) (from 78 to 258 per 100K), Vancouver Island Health (VIHA) (from 85 to 244 per 100K), and Northern Health (NH) (from 66 
to 315 per 100K). The incidence in week 1 is lower compared to week 52 across all regions, but remains elevated compared 
to weeks 49 and earlier. These rates may increase as data become more complete. 

Table 1. Episode-based case tallies by Health Authority, BC, Jan 15, 2020 (week 3) ς Jan 08, 2022 (week 1) (N= 
280,672) 

Case tallies by episode date 
Health Authority of Residence  Outside  

Canada  
Total 

FH IH VIHA NH VCH 

Week 1, case counts 6,380 2,137 2,151 965 2,445 3 14,081 

Cumulative case counts  137,190 41,770 21,190 20,702 59,499 321 280,672 

Week 1, cases per 100K population 321 258 244 315 194 NA 267 

Cumulative cases per 100K population 6,904 5,042 2,407 6,763 4,715 NA 5,326 

Figure 1. Episode-based epidemic curve (bars), surveillance date (line) and Health Authority (HA), BC 
Sept 13, 2020 (week 38) ς Jan 08, 2022 (week 1) (N= 272,824) 
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Figure 2. Weekly episode-based incidence rates by HA and health service delivery area (HSDA), BC 
Sept 13, 2020 (week 38) ς Jan 08, 2022 (week 1) (N= 272,824) 

 

 
 

B. Test rates and percent positive 

As shown by the darker-colored bars in Figure 3, testing of MSP-funded specimens has decreased from a peak of ~88,800 in 
week 51, to ~68,000 in week 52, and continued to decrease to ~58,700 in week 1. The positivity of MSP-funded specimens 
increased from 5.1% in week 49 to 33.7% in week 1.  

As shown in Figure 4, the per capita testing rates (Panel A) between week 52 and week 1 decreased in all HAs, except NH 
where testing rates increased from 1,101 per 100K to 1,420 per 100K, where testing rates were highest. Testing rates from 
week 52 to week 1 decreased the most in FH and VCH, from 1,694 per 100K to 1,255 per 100K in FH, and from 943 per 100K 
to 696 per 100K in VCH.  
 
Percent positivity (Panel B) for MSP-only specimens increased in all HAs in week 1. Percent positivity in week 1 ranged from 
29% in IHA to 39.7% in VCH. 
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Figure 3. Number of specimens tested and percent SARS-CoV-2 positive, by collection week, BC  
Sept 13, 2020 (week 38) ς Jan 08, 2022 (week 1)     

 

Figure 4. Testing rates and percent SARS-CoV-2 positive by Health Authority and collection week, BC  
Sept 13, 2020 (week 38) ς Jan 08, 2022 (week 1) 

 
Data source: laboratory PLOVER data 

C. Age profile ς Testing and cases 

Testing rates and percent positivity by age group 
As shown by the bars in Figure 5, testing rates decreased in all age groups between week 52 and week 1, except the 60-79 
and 80+ age groups where the testing rates increased from 902 per 100K to 910 per 100K, and 1,732 per 100K to 2,279 per 
100K, respectively. Testing rates in week 1 were highest in those aged 80+. 

As shown by the black dots in Figure 5, the percent positivity increased in all age groups. The highest percent positivity in week 
1 was in the 10-14 and 5-9 year-olds at 49.9% and 44.8%, respectively.  
  

Case distribution and weekly incidence by age group 
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As shown in Figure 6, age-specific incidences decreased across all age groups from week 52 to week 1, except for in those 
aged 80+. Between week 52 and week 1, incidence rates continued to increase in those aged 80+, from 142 per 100K in week 
52 to 142 per 100K in week 183 per 100K in week 1. Age-specific incidences may increase as data become more complete. 
Detailed information about age-specific incidence by vaccination status can be accessed at BCCDC COVID-19 Regional 
Surveillance Dashboard. 

 
Figure 5. Average weekly SARS-CoV-2 MSP testing rates and MSP percent positive by known age group, BC 
January 20, 2020 (week 4) ς Jan 08, 2022 (week 1) 
 

 
 

Data source: laboratory PLOVER data 
 

 
Figure 6. Weekly age-specific COVID-19 incidence per 100K population by epidemiological week, BC  
Sept 13, 2020 (week 38) ς Jan 08, 2022 (week 1) (N= 272,792) 

 

http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/data-reports/covid-19-surveillance-dashboard
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/data-reports/covid-19-surveillance-dashboard









